¥edics attached to Co. A, 70th Engr. BH (Cbi) are putting their

Tribesmen, FEDCAP - & program of sedieal sssistance eo ordineted through
FALY is bedng Insvgursted

i by the medics ard is meebirg with success in
its early stages,

Villagers comsonly eufferifror s muwbe:

recurring cases of skin resh, ring wores, anf infeetion of minor cuts

of diserders atiributsble
lon and washing of the skin, Co. 4 medics pepert

and seratches. This type of mslady

does not slways bring & reguest for
trestment, A medic expiains, "People with skin diseases are somewhat re~
luctant to seeck aid because in most ceses they heve lived with the cone
dition for sape time and have learned o tolerste it, In such ceses we
depend upor our former patients to convince them that we esn sctuslly
‘help. (nce 2 perscn hes received sid from us he hes no gualms sbout
reburning; the probiem is with those whe heviyoncountersd modern
medicine and sre nsturslly suspiciows and fesrful®, Tven smong the ones
who seek assistance there is often & "failure to covwunicate”., In one

le relsted by medic ggﬁ%mam&ﬁﬁmg&d woman when

given 2 container of liguid mediecsted soap for a rssh tharked the medic
most sincerely and then drank the sntire contests in one gulp.
£Tter the medical tesm mekes inrosdd into = hemlet or viilage by

inistering &id to¢ 2 few tribesmen they rely on the "grapsvine” to
sugment their follewing. Vilisge chiefs and lesders sre particulsriy

helpful in geining sccoptance for the medics smong other villagers.

George Bermington, one of Co, HMx A's pedics abtetes, *If we con geb a



respected village elder on our side the rest is easy”, In some cuses the
medics rely more on fste than on persussion to mske thedir worth apparent
to the local ropulace,

¥hen 3 Fontsgnerd boy froe a hawlet that had declined MEDCAP aid
bedly cut his srm s passing  ton operater responded
frantizs appesl for help by swmoning & nearby medic. The boy was
trezted and recovered, Having gained trust in the wedics the sother

to the spther's

por to allow the team to treat an infected foot that
had besn bothersome for seversl weeks, 43 one success begot grester

werd society, furiher successes generated gemnine
gonfidence in A Co.'s medical mﬁa
it present Co. A medics have cerried MIDCAP inte 33 hemleds sod
sxpect to expend thelr opersbicus in the nesr fubture. As Dth aéga%ﬁry
medicine is introduced inte Yontagnard

society the "witch dostor®

hods of old sre slowly fading away. Bubt as Capt. John lidce, come
W of Co. 4, explains, ¥Eheir resistance to change is rooted in
centuries of tradition and will not be easy Lo overcoms but oury medics
sre certainly msking an eflfective start¥,



