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Inginesrs of Co A, 7Oth Tngr Bn are enpaved in the restopation af
five bridees aleng QL21 near Yhanh Tueng that have fallen vietinm te
neqlact and V.C, sabetage dur ng the last twelve rmanthe, Bridee
kypasces bullt by the 70th Pngr B are schedulsdd to be aberdensd

as new bridges sre erected,

fltheush ¥ridge building useally brincg te mind the arection of &
fRan acress & gzap, an equally impertart and mrebably mors 4iffieult

wvertien of the tashk is thesresargtion ef the spen halew the ssan,

in rest cascs the snemy's sfferts comsletely demelish the =ean while
inflicting & mich lesssr de-res of damace to the bridees supparts
i.e., the abutments. seren snd feeters, therefers g tetal hyidre
recenstructisn is unnecssary. 74t the entset of a sridege rvesteratian
assignmect efffeers and N00s are foomd with the jeb of acourat-lr
evaluating the sxtent of domsge and deterieration snd ef detarnining
what pertien ®f the structure car be selvared and used in the nay
bridge. 1LT Harold ¥ Marray, everseeing emsrstiens nr Bpldea D7

and 31, explains the im-ertonee of rakine an securate aperalsal;
Tielve st ts he cartainr that ar pertion of the @ld stmcture we
salvage for later uss will surpert the new bridee 2o well aﬁ;%@mm

wlstely new sube-strmicture,

When the preliminary slarning is cem leted the =rgineers meve in
with dezers aznd ether hesvy squipnent e rlear the dehris away
from the site, Care muat be taken net te dama s the sarte Lo he

reclaired, The disledzing ef twistsd beanms fer remeval required the



the skillful use ef explesives, In additien te remeving broken
wridge parts from the srea it i: necessarv te dir »ut unbtable earth
te sxvese selid bedrock er buried festers upen wh'ch the ertirs
bridee i1l rect, Stumblingblocks such as fleeding of the site

and the presence of muéd censtantly harrass the werk crews, Often
the men ef Ce A arrive at the bridse site early in the merning

enly te find their srevisus day's wer: ebliterated by Mether Nature,
Myt desphte the sccasienal netbacks steady pregress iz being mede in

eridaineg QL21,

The enzineer's wlans call for the first of the £ive pldees to be

cemsleted in =arly June the remainder to be in uss by mid-July,

During recent weeks rains have beceme mere fremuent signalline the
appreach ef themenseen seasen vheh puts smrineering »roiects all

aver Vietnam te the ultimaie test each year, Ce A enginesrs are
?acmg‘:‘élmk and Tiz tineg theclements teo insure that the cominge rains

will f311 en new bridges aleng JL21,



