27 June 1969

BAE BE THILT (T0bh In, I0)eedzcustomed to drilling, cleanins and fillin- potholes on
lational Highway (L21, enginesrs of Company A, 70th Unzineer Psttalion (797), have
had the tables turned on them with the zrrival of 2 thres man dental tean Tow the
934bh Hedical Detuchment {Dental Service), Fow it is the en-insers! turn 4o have 2
few "potholes” of thelr own filled,

rended by Captadn Melvin J, Welsshure, D. M. D, arrived at

?fh@ dental tea ty i

Co. & on 16 Juns, The three men broke out their sophisticated eculpment and sed up
shop in the olficers! living guirters, a btwentyvebrsthirty fool bunker,
"ie transport all of our squipment in four larpe swbease type containers and
~ue footlocker-sised cabinets,” Upt, Welsbury ewplained, The dentsal apraratus is
specifically designed Yor use in the figld and is 2e8ily sdapted to most any tvpe
2 surroundings whether 1t be 5 ftendt, zes hut or nker, "The only slament that
must be suprlied by the fleld unit is electrical power," Gpt, Welsshursr adled,
The dental erew is often foreced to rely on fleld expedients in thelr work,
Por exawple, & Tive mallormecan serves as the ruming waler surnply while 2 50 ealibhey
sypo boX is used 4s a wssh hasin, Desplie the eruds surroundings, the patlents
regelve the same high gquality dentsl sare asvailable in stateside elinies,
fhpproxioately 80 per cent of the men sxamined resuire sowre dental work,
primarily fllings, while about ons-fourth of these show & pressine need for "wrther
dental attention,® sceording to Opt. YWelsshurs., "The soldiers who resuire major
dental work are referred to the 934th dental elinmiec in ¥ha Trano,®
By making dental eare avallable in the base camp for two weeks, the dental teanm
713 gsaving G0, 4 ensingsrs the wasted man hours nermrlly spent Ip trarsit fo and Trom

gstablished dertal centers, Ty venturing into 1he "boonies,® they are also puttins

inte practice the Army Dental Corps® meotito: CONSERVE THE PIGUTING STREMGTH,
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