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ziven & cortainer of ldowid mediested soap Lo sounterast a pash

ey

fhrough an interpreter, she thenbed Yhe -edie and

then procesded te drind the entivs corntents of Lie b seyeral swilt gul
At ancther village, an @iﬁiﬁfm; Hertasnard cemplained of 2 sore threst and

was given a spoonful of swetetasting wedieine, Josm & lony Iine of prtierts

were walbing Lo ses the medie, A1) of bthen sompliaired of sore throabs an
sone of the sweet medicoine,

These are serme of the unustal problens encourtered E:af madios of A Tomparny,

7otk Engineer Sabialion { s whe sre working with ¥i versonnel in e voorran

of medigal sssistonee to local villagers, Althourh the vrograrm, desimnated

Hellaly has diffienit :i,@,:s, 1t has alse scerad some pescunding
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A small Merdarnard hov, for spamele, from a hamlet Shat hed declines |

#ldy, had his ars seversly onl Yy s maghete, His mother o

£

slad for halp fre

the driver of 4 passing | born trusk whe in turp sweonsd a nearty wadie, The

wulok 1y recovered,

salned ‘rust in the -edic, the boy's mothe eorwvincsd other viilagers
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wline services so freely offered, Ooon the aotips

viliage was confldertl- accerting the :edinal assisiance,
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srburies of tradition and iz rot easy Lo overcome,” lant

cummancer, sald, "Rl owr rwdies have certalnly sade an effective ghart M
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"A® Do, Medics Lend Helping Hand

Medics attached to Co. A, P0th Engr. BN (Cbt) are putting tigeir
professlonal skill to work in the Central Highlands city of Khank Duong
in sn effort to overcome the allments suffered by the Via-eal Fontagverd
Tribesmen, MEDCAP - a program of medical assistance co erdinsted through
MACY is beding insugursted by the medics ard is mestirg with success in
its early stages,

dy sufferffrew s maber of disorders attributsble
Lo insdequste protection and washing of the skin, Co. A medics peport
recurring eafs‘as,ef skin rash, ring worms, anf infection of minor cuts
and scratches, This type of malsdy does not always bring a
treatment. A medic explains, "People with skin disesses are somewhst Tee

‘ ;gs’g.;«’-?‘; fﬂr

luctant to seek aid because in most cases they have lived with the cone
dition for some time and have lesrned tc tolerate it. In such csses we
depend upon our former patients to convince them that we can zetually
belp. Unce & person hss miv&d&iéfmvmhehasm@m about
returning; the problem is with those who have)ensountered modern
medicine and are naturally susplcious and fesrful®, Nven asong the ones
who seek assistance there is often 3 "failure to commaicate®, In one

Reow
worable example related by medie Bon Rosen & middle-nged womsn when

given a container of liguid medicsted scap for 2 rash therked the medic
wost sineerely and then drank the entire contents in one galip,

After the medical team mekes inycad$ into 2 hamlet or village by
administering aid to & few tribesmen they rely on the grapevine® to
- augment their following., Village chiefs snd leaders sare particularly
helpful in gaiming accepitance for the wedics among other villagers,
George Bermington, one of Co, X8x A's redics states, *If we can get 2



respected village elder on cur side the rest is easy®, In some cases the
medics rely more on fate than on persussion to make their worth apperen

0 the local populace,

When s ¥ontagnard from a hamlet thst had deelined MEDCAP sid
badly cut his arm a passing : ton operator responded to the mother's
frantie appesl for help by summoning & ﬁaarby medic, The boy was
trested and recovered. Having geined trust in the medies the mother
convinced a neighbor to allow the teem to treat an infected foot that
had been bothersome for several weeks, As one success begot greater
acceptance in the backwari sociely, further successes generated genuine
eoufidence in & Co.'s medical unit,

At present Co. A medics have csrried HEDCAP into 33 hamlets amg
expect to expard their operstions in the nesr fvlure. As Dth centwry
medicine is introduced inte Nontsgnar

d society the “witeh doctor®

methods of old are slowly feding awey. But es Capt. John Rice, com-
mander of Co. &, explains, "Their
centuries of tradition and will not be easy to overe

resistance te change is rooted in
we but ouy medics
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are certainly making an effective start®,



