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8, OPERATIONAL SUPPORT
1, Engineer Hill Security

Company & eontinued the plaeing of eonecertina areund Engineer ¥ill, The
directive was to have a totel of 5 rows of triple coneertina around the hill,
This necessiitated constructing anywhere frem 2 to § rows of triple eencertina
in various locationg around the hill. A radius of appreximately 150 meters had
to be cleared and existing barbed wire entanglements, double apren fence, ete
had to be moved, Thirty meters had te be cleared between each row of triple
eoncertine and 50 meters had te be cleared beyond the lsst row, The compeny
was pulled off the preject on 27 dugust 1962,

2, Hine Sweep
2. Pleilm -
The company swept different sections of Rt 14N each morning before the Pleiku~

Kontum convey departed, During the reporting peried a total éf £ mines were
found, The following information and disposition ie supplied,

DATE CODRDINATE MAKE & WEIGHT DISPOSAL
3 Aug ZA 196685 301B Blown in place
19 Aug ZA 191649 Local ¥fg Blown in vlace
27 rug ZA 191648 Local ¥fg Blown in place

1 Sept Z4 191646 2 Loesl ¥feg Blown in place

é Sept ZA 197685 local ¥fg Blown in place
12 Sept ZA 192618 Local Mfg Blown in place
1L Sept ZA 191638 Loeal ¥fg Blown in place

b. Ban Me Thuet

A daily reconnailssance {visuel) mine sweep is made from AG 901052-30 912056
in front of the Battalion area., Te date no mines have been found nor have there
bg&n any mining incidents,

3. Pleiku~Eontum Convey Zscort

Turing this period the company made 12 trips to Kontum, A minimum of feur (L)
security vehicles were used with 24«30 personnel to include ene (1) 0IC, MCOIC
and s medie, No enemy action was reported,

ko Bridge Repair of 14-2)

On 29 Aug 68, bridge 14=2h was damaged due to enemy sction, A reconnaissance
of the bridge on 30 Aug 68 revealed n damaged center abutement and partislly
destroyed road-wey on the double span concrete bridge, Messurements of the
damaged areag and estimate of materials needed were obiained during the recon,
Prefsbbed forms were made in the company ares, hiaterials leaded, and ecuipment
prepared, On 31 Aug 68, at 1100 hrs work began, Rubble and loose rock had to
be removed by hand because the stone masonary construction would crumble with
the use of the sir hammer. The rebar in the pavement was straightened znd add-
itional rebar was installed, ’



“Bridge Repair of 1i~24 (cont)

The first load of concrete was yauzéeci at 1300 hrs and the repairs eomnleted at
1730 hrs, The forms were removed three (3) days later and an inspection showed
& good repalr job, ,

5, Move to Ban Me Thuot

On or sbout September 7, 1962, A Co 70th Engr Bn was notified of an expeetad move

to Ban Me Thuot on 30 Sept 68, As a preparstion te the move, all frailers, gemerator:
and other ecuipment which are not used extensively, were completely servieced and
defieiencies corrected, After those items wers completed light service was verfommed
on sll vehicles, On or sbout 1k Sept 68, the sompany was notified to move on 21
Sept 68, Eouipment was put in conexes, and all wall lockers were disassembled,
During the final days before the move all personnel slept on cots with 2ll but &
minimum amount of gear packed. The loading plan was made to the last detail and

wag only disrupted by the mortar attack the night before the meve, The company .
moved out at 0530 hrs on 21 Sept 62 and closed in on the unew Battalion area in

Ban Me Thuot at approximately 1600 hre that eveming, The convey went smoothly

and few problems were encouniered along the way,

B, CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT
1, 2831'& ¥edieal Detachment

One platoon of B Co, was attached to A Co, and assigned the project at the 283rd
Medical Detachment. This project consisted of the construction of ome (1} 50 wan
bunker, ten {10) 3 man bunkers, two (2) guard towers and five {5) heliecopter revets
ments, The location of 21l but one of the helicopter revetments were layed out,
The 50 man bunker and one 3 man bunker wers construeted before the nlatoon was
pulled off to move to Ban Me Thuot. The plaeing of sandbags on these struetures
was gelf=help,

2, 2400 ¥an Cantorment Ares

This project consisted of one (1) 960 sq ft orderly room, one (1) 1,920 sq ft
storage building, snd one (1) 1,500 sq £t maintenance shop, The site prevaration,
forming, and pouring of the pads were finished before the company moved to Pan ¥ee '
Thuot, The site preparation and seme forming wes completed on the maintenanee shop.



Pysops Radio Station
8, Generstor Pad

& 15'x75'x6" conerote pad with vebar was constrdaiied at the “yeops Radio Ntation,
Plelku, RVN, ©Stescl plckets wers placed in the gonerete to ssoure the generstors,

& shed with 2'2x4™ framing and tin veof was construcbed and again steel pickets

wers placed in the concrete to anchor the posis of the shed, The shed was $tiusted
by an earth embanikment for ndded protection and M8A1 mstting was used as » ratainer
wali for the £111. : :

Ones £ill was plsced on Pysops Radio Station bunker, the telechons voles started
to drive through the stringere and the building shifted, Thersfors, two (2) ade
ditionsl posts were placed st each originsl, Thie was done by romovine wost of

the back-fill and reising the rof with hydraulic lzeks, The £111 wes then rew

plaged by ueing s erane and o drag line, 4% this voint the project wee stopped

to wait for the redic soulrment to be placed in the burker,

he WABTOC Buildings

This project consisted of the construction of six (&) OF medium and ome (1) P
large WABTOC structures, These wers used as living quarters for inecoming per-
sonnel, Prefabbing was done by the 815th Fngineer Bettalien and sssembled by
Company A on site. The Iloor cems in 8"x16' sections snd levelsd by 2'xh" oribe
bing and lsgs.

5 Ban He Thuot Cantomment Area

Since moving intc the new ares the company haz =at up itfs aves utilizing CF medime
tents for billets, mess hall, CP and suprly voow. Terporary Murkers wers huils
immediately snd eince then up-graded, Plve (5) rows of trivle coneertina, trip
flares and claymore mines have been set up on the barrisr. & vermsnent eix (4)
hole lstrine 7'x18' was constructed with 1%, 2%, and L" moterdsl,

On 30 Sep 68, the company begsn work on thessempemy 70C, s 129x259%8% wood
struoturs resting on compacted three (3") inch minus rock foundation, The bunker
was constructed with the floor thres (3!) feet below greund level, 4 hole was
dozed out seversl feet wider than the strueture to allew mufficient workire i
~during construetion, Yook was brousght in, lsveled and cormacted., The rock served
as & foundation snd 2 pleoe for water seepage to collact without flooding the .
Footers wers then pluced and lsveled. The benmts, using 1LY cims and sille snd
45x8% studs, were prefabbed and lowered into position by a crane, Stringers SUxlLY
were then placed in conjuetion with and walle, %heathing of 2'x8" matarisl wag
then usad to cover the structures, and roofing felt and MOTD seohalt compound wag
used ar & gesler, Dry laterits was then plsced on the bunker as protection snd sde
ditionsl resistance to weter leskapa, ‘ -
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€, LESS0NZ LEARNRD

1, WABIOC Prefebricstion

%, Observation: .
Preofsbricated gsotions of the WiBT
structurel deficlenciss,

b. Hvalustien: , ,
The blsgest problem om the eonstruction wes the 3ix15! flooy seetions which dig
net fit properly itogether, There wss slsc soms diffienlty with the wall sestions,
Thus & lot of time was wasted in podling thess Tloor and will sections natohed
properly, ‘ -
¢, Goneclusions
WABTOC buildings could be constructed better and quieker if sll the construction
is done on site witbout prefabriceiion,

!

> did not Tit vroperly together eaveing

2. Proper Rseonnalsssnce

a., Ubsarvation: , :

A proper reconnaissance ¢an save a great desl of time when enpinser work ls needed
in an inseseure ares, '

b, Bwslustion :

A eomplete bridge reconnaissance was made on bridge 14-24, thus ensbling a ranid
repair job, 4 good deal of form prefabbing could be secormlished inthe comvany
area due to this reconnrissance, The men were alan preparsd and rehaarssd in the
comzany area on this mdesion, g :

. Lonelusion: : , _

¥ith & thorough reconneisssnce, planning and prefabbing can be done in the cormmany
area and thus reduce the exposure time of the troons in an inseeurs ATas,

3. Yonzoon Construastion

a, Observation: ,

Due to pressure for completion, the generator mad st the Froone Radlo Station wes
poured on spproximstely six (6Y) inches of mmd,

b. Zvalunation: :

The construction of the generstor pad was during the ronsocon ssason and the entire
ares was muddy. Soil cement was utilized te stabilive the arsa, but due to the
ground molsture snd rain it never set, Although only rdnor fsilures showed upon
completion, & much batter job could have been done 1€ 3 wosk or two delay was perw
¢, Conelusion: e )

The rein was dus to stop and the station was not ready to operats, Some time

and operation coordination eould have preventsd the pouring of this pad in the wud,



he Back ¥illing Of Bunkers

8, Dhesrvations

Unequsl back filling and soll weight errors in %?s desdgn cansed Tailures in
the Pysops Eadio %s}'ﬁi&nmﬁkﬁm

be Evaluastion:

One side of the bunker had to remain open go that the radio esulpment could be
placed in the bunker, Yot the back £illing was %o begin on the roof and other
“three {3) sides, With no soual soil bearing on the open aide caused & shifiing
in the structure, Also the weight caleulated for the covering was not haded on
the moisture weight due to monsoons, ‘I%mis; cansed furthey design problems.

¢. Conclusion:

When baek £illing & bunker with soil it should be done in steps and soually on
2ll four (4) sides, Thie gives equal weight 2nd satting on all surfaces o the
structurs, All soil weight should be caloulated for ponsoom moisiure to insurs
‘the proper safsty factor,

5 Use 0f Telephone Foles s %3&:&

8. OUbservation:

An underestimate of soil weight on the roof 2zt the Pysops Badio “fation csused
the stringers to drive dosm on the posis,

be Evslustion:

Telephone posts 10" dia were used as m%stimms of large dimension timbers for
posts on the Pysops Radio Station, e to excessive walght these posts wers
driven up inte the strinsers csusing fellurss throughout the structure,

¢. Conclusion:

Yimensional timber should be used sz posts on struchtures which will carry haavy
losds, UDimensionsl timbers will give better surface area, When rosis must be
used, a bearing plate should be used between the posts and stringers,

f. Footers Of Company T0C

2. Ubservation:

Although the structure has held wp well with no fai}ums aftsr back filling
the footers seem to be sinking,

e Fwalnatiom:

The weight of the back fill :.;«;z the structure has made the 3"x12" footers slowly
sink, ¥Now the floor is slightly bowed,

¢, Conclumion: .

The structure hae now seemsd to setitle bubt in the i"ntuw » conerele foundabion
would prevent the foolers from eisking,



7. loeal Nationals
8 Cbservation } : :
Iocal Fational hire are definitely 2m intellisence source for the snemy,

The company moved fyom Pleiku to Ban Me Thuot on 21 Sep 68, A1l Toesl hires

were rotified that 15 Sep 88, would be thelr last day in the sres. Nost of the
‘hired Local Nationals knew of the move, bub wers under the impression that the
company was Lo depart on 20 Sep €8, At Q430 hours, 20 Sep £8, "A" Company cmme
under an intense worter attack with 25 33 mortsr rounds landine in and avound
the company billet srea, The attack resulted in two (2) EIh, eight (8) YIA and
five {5) trucks demaged, Probsble enemy souvcs of intellifence on time of the
move and blllet ares localdfn was the Local Hationsl hives, On the meriing after
the stteck; two (2) of the previcusly hired personnel tried %o enter the pompound,
progumably to observe the damage coused by the morbar attack.

te Lonelusion: .

Incidents such as these indicate the use of Loesl Mationsl hire on posts as
obtainers of intelligence, despite imerican and Vistnamese seenrity ohacks,

Thelr seployment zrestly reducez ithe use of troop labor for many repeditious

Jobe bui it is extremely doubtful that thie saving &n US man hours can be fustie
fied by the cost of U8 liwes,




