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BAR ME THIOU {(70th B, 10 )e=is part of a reofioet Lo revitalize Natiemal Elohway

Gl21, five bridges near ¥hanh Duong are being restorsd by 4 Dompary, 74h Bnrineer

or destroved by Viet Jong

Battalion (00T}, The bridges have heen damas

sabobeurs during tié past 12 mentha,

Consbtructlon is progressing sim:ltaneoualy on all M“ the bridpes, Plane z2all

for the first of them to be dowpleted by early June; the remsinder to be In use

5 by the end of July,

Befors ary work could be started op the SpAans, however, several davs were

e

spent evaluating the exterd of the dmwa-e te the lridge surperts, The sbutzents,
aprons and footers were ali cared: 1y inspacted to detarmine what portions ceuld
be salvaged for uss in the new bridges,

"We have to be certain that any m‘%fmg of the old strocture we salvage

4,

fer later uze wil %&E}Bgﬁi’ﬁ the vew bridee as well a8 ervplstely new Subest ryctures, ¥

Meutenant Hareld ¥, Murrsy, in eharge of operatiors on bwe of the Weld red, mid,
?’Qﬁ“}f* t sar the real wo k begin,¥

:%w{%r the assesments and prelivinary pl anving, the A, Sewvarnr enzinvers

3

cleared the Jebris from sibes, belng careful net bo dasace the parts to e
reclained, They delicatelr ans sillfml Iy used explosives to dislodpe the

twigted besme of some of the btridces,
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CBHIDGS {cort. )

Flooding of the werk site and the pesulting myd are mm}%m hareassnants
fey Lhe bridge bvolders, "Seweral times we have srrived sarly in the wornming

only to discover ecur previous dav's work oblitersisd By o ramparing Nether Yaturs,®

ldsutonant ay said,

Bal desplle the cocaslonal sstebucks, the stubborn engire-ps sre nakine

stoady progress In thelr slford te hidge 2121, They are fleohtine the
apd rasing the olock to irswre thet the comliz mopsoon rains will 07 on new

brid Fel,
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five %riﬂyﬁs alaﬁﬁ %ﬁ??fnaar Khﬁﬁh %uangxkhat have fallen victim te

. M\ eSS RS S L ;if ;‘T/’{
"aagﬁmxﬂbﬁgﬁ" ﬁ sawsﬁsgs @a? ne the last twelve ronths, fpidga g}f

ypas=es built by the 70th Engr Bn are scheduledd to be abgndened /¥

28 new brideges are erected,

Althsush bridge buildines usually brinrs te mind the arection 2f 3
8ran 4cress a gap, an equally impertant and wrebably more ffionlt

pertion ef the task is thesressration ef the ares helew the aman,

In rest cases the enemy's efferts a@mﬁlﬁﬁely demeliszh the =pen while
inflicting & m:ch lesgsr devres of damare to the bridess susperts
i.e,, the abutments. seren -nd f«te&em; i;mr&f;sm a2 tetal @r:%,gf%ﬁ-e
rﬁc@naﬁructi@n is unneessary., At the ontset of a bridge restaratien
assgﬁwm&"% #fffcers ond %ﬁﬁs are faced with the 3sb of acouratelv
ﬁV&l&@tl”“ the sxtent eof damggp and deterisration »nd ef determinine
what pertien eof the s%znétars can be salvared and usad in the new
bridge., 1LT Harslé ¥ *arr&y, aversseing eweratisns »m Trides 27
aﬁé'E%, explains th%fimﬁartﬂnsa of makine an scoura’e appraisal}
"letve sot te he 5@&%&%& that an- sertion of the eld structure we
salvaes fer 1@?9; use will surpert the new bridge a3 well asfcome
gl@%@ly~ﬁgw*@m%«atractnrﬁ..'

Wher the preliminarv planning is comrleted the =rpinsers move in
with dezers and ether heavr sguizment te clear the debhris away

from the site., Care rust be taken net to dams & the partz to be

reclained., The disledeine ef twistsd beans for remevasl fequirgg,%ha



the skillful use of explesives, In additien te remeving breken
bridge parts frem the area it i: necessary te dig out ug#tahlgﬁegrth
te exvese solid eedrock er huried feeters upen which ﬁheﬂéﬂﬁira
bridge +ill rest. Stum‘@ling#l&cks such as fleeding ef the site

and the presence of mud censtantly harrass the werk crews, Often
the nen ef Ce A arrive at the bridee site marly in the merning

enly to find their previeus day's werk ebliterated by Mether Nature.
Bat desphte the eccasisnal setbacks stsady pregress is being made in

bridzing QL21,

The engineer's slans aall for the first ef the five “ridses to be

cempleted in early {?ne ‘the remainder to be in use by mié-July., 7
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During recent weeks ralas have baca&e mers fr&aaant signallineg the

appreach ef themonseen seasen vheh puts engineering prejscts 81l
ever Vietnam te the ultimate test each year, Ce A engineers are
racing{éieck and fig ting th?&lemgnta te insure that the coming rains

will fall en new bridges aleng QL21..



