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A, OPERATIONAL SUPPORT
1. 70th fngineer Battalion Base Camp

During the month of Nevember 2ll platoons were invelwed with construetion
and security of the Battalion Base Camp a2t Ban ¥e Theut,

1st Plateon was respensible for three (3) of Delta Comvany's living and
fighting bunkers. These were constructed using the Battalion design with
materials provided by Se4. The platoons werked on these until it was
necessary te prepare for the company's move to Khanh Tmeng. Work was
stopped on 27 November 1948,

2nd Plateon was invelved with rlacing the security wire in the company's
sector of the Battalion perimeter, The werk consisted of placing feur
(4) rews of triple cencertina. Concurrently the platoen was erecting
fighting bunkers, sandbagging tents and providing mortar protectien for
their persennel,

3rd Plateon st this time was concerned with constructien of fighting bunk-
ers and mortar protaction for members of the company, In the secend week
of November, the plateoen reorisnted the Rattalion's #,¥, antenna so that
compunicstions could be established with the 35th Fnginesr Group, This
was accomplished by meving one of the antenna peles to change the antenna
to the necessary azimuth.

Alge, during the weonth the plateons retated en a2 daily basis to eonduct a
visual minesweep aleng the battallon read, The sweeps provided riegative
results with no enemy contaect being made,

B, CONSTRUCTILON SUPPORT
1, Haintenance of QL 21

In econjunction with the upgrading of QL 21; A Company moved to its assiened
sector of the road on 1 December 19468, The company's sector is at the
sastern boundary of the 70th Engineer Battalion A.0.R, On 2i Yovember 1962
the 3rd Platoen moved to Khanh Duong and set up inside the local ¥.2,0.V,
Compeund, Thelr mission was te place security wire and construct fighting
bunkers in the new area prier to the arrival of the company. Materials were
transported in the initial convey and two (2) subsequent convovs were used
te transport the rest of the materisl required for the preject, In the waek
praceding the company's move one and a half rows of trinle concertina were
placed, twelve (12) fighting bunkers {9'x12') and ene (1) T.0.C. bunker
{(9'x18 ) were constructed. On 1 December 1968 the company moved from Ban
¥e Theut to Khanh Dueng with equipment supvort frem the 131st Light Tguip~-
ment Company and 70th ¥Yngineer Battalion Headquarters. Upen arrival the
platoons began to fortify their respective bunkers and work was begun te
strengthen our poesition. In addition work was initiated on faellities in the
gompany area,

1st Platoon was given the lob of constructieng the water tower for the
company shower. The tower was dompessd of eight (8) twelve inch diameter



telephone poles in twe(2) sets. A platform was constructed for each

set to support the salvaged 5,000 gallon tsnker used for water storage.
The towers were braced with 3"x8" materisl prier te the placing of the
tanker, ‘

2nd Platoon eracted the shower building which had been prefisbbed at Pan
¥e Thout; in addition te its work on the company defensive set up.

3rd Platoon centinued its work on the perimeter wire and eonstructed the
water towsr for the Mess Hall, _

On 14 December 1968 after conducting & reconnaissnce of the arsn 1st
Flatoon constructed a hasty bypass at Bridge 15 to provide for a LD ten
¢crane coming from the coast. Two (2) 30 inch culverts were used, with
£i1l available in the area providing backfill and roadway material, Alse
on 1} December 1968 the 2nd Platoon and the 3rd Platoon began roadwork

in their sectors of the Company A.0. The work consisted of filline
potheles using locally avallable £ill, Inerensed traffiecability was ste
tained decreasing the road time of resupply convoys traveling from the
coast to Ban Me Thout. In the absence of 2 grader 2 drag made from Bailey
Bridege Panels was used with satisfactory results.

2 Ulvie Astion

3rd Platoon began reconstruction of a bridee lecated between two (2)
¥ontangard Villages on 27 Dscembsr 1968 and completed the project on 29
Tecember 1968, The original decking was removed and replaced with 4Mx@"
materisls for decking, 2"x6" in two layers fer treadway and 8"x8" eurbing,
The work wes undertaken to provide access to the villages for Med Cap
personnel and to allew the use of a borrow pit located in the area,

3« DBase Camp Construction

On 31 December 1968 werk was begun to relscate the company two (2) kilometers
west of 1ts original location, 1st Platoon placed the initisl band of
eonesrting augmented by 2nd Platoon., After moving its bunkers to the new
location 1st Platoen moved on 9 Jamuary 1969 follewed by 2nd Plateon and
Headquarters 7l toon on 12 January 1969 and 3rd Platoen en 14 January 1949,
At the present the company is preparing for the construction ef six [4)
3,H.A. Huts, fifteen (15) Living~-Fighting Bunkers and eontinuing readworik

on QL21.

he Heconnaisance Patrol

Paily patrols have been conducted to provide information on the surrounding
ares and to loecate and report any signs of enemy activity,



5. LESSOHS LUBARVED

{« Fastering Nailing Strips Te Steel Strincers

a, Obger-ation:

When special clips are not available te attach nailing strips to stringers;
anchorage can be accomplished by using material of the same thickness sz the
strips. 3rd Platoen enceuntered this problem when working eon & bridge with
steel I-beam sirinsers,

b, Evaluationt ,

One piecs of bracing is cut te it perpendieularly to the nailing strin, The
sacond is cut to £it the web and is notched to encompass the flanges. The
archorage is then bolted tosether to provide a strong and secure anchor Tor
the nailing strips,

¢. Conclusion:

This device prevents lateral shi’ting of the nailing strip, is quickly and
sasily made and should held up under normal use without “reguent replace
ment necessary.

HSee Inclosure Ne, 1

2, Expedient Bunker For Mortar Crew

&, Observation:

Suitable materials fer building a bunker for mortar crew were not available,
howe er; an abundance of unservicable bailey bridge parts could be sal aged
from a bridge which had failed nesrby.

b. BEwvaluatien:

Unservicsble bailey bridge parts consisting of four {4) panels, two {2} tran-
soms, and four (L) stringers were used to Fabriecate the framework for an
effective 10'x10' bunker. The only eouipment necessary was an are welder.
Unservicable (bent and warped) M8A1 matiing was used on the roof and sides,
The bunker was constructed and ready for fill in four (4) hours using a six
(6) man detail,

¢. Conclusiont

The bunker serves as a strong, protective shelter, It ean be constructed
easily and with minimum ecuipment and man heurs. It's strength allews it
to be backTilled or sandbagged.

See Inclesure Ho, 2
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